


     If you ride the T frequently, 
there is a good chance you 
saw YBB out in public over the 
summer. Three projects from 
YBB were featured in Common 
Boston’s 2007 Student Design 
Festival. The festival spanned sev-
eral major transit centers across 
the city.  For two weeks, posters 
for the 131 Zeigler St. project and 
the 20 Rutland Sq. project were 
hung at Dudley Station, while the 
UBuild Boston Rescue Mission 
project was displayed at Govern-
ment Center.  Afterwards, post-
ers from various stations were 
collected for a central exhibition 
in the terminal at South Station.

     

     
     The festival also involved other 
activities, primarily in Roxbury and
the South End. Simon Hare, Manager 
of YBB’s Designery, led a walking 
tour near Dudley Square and 
opened the Designery to visitors.
     The festival was a great opportu-
nity to showcase YBB’s work, and to 
achieve our goal of increasing our
presence in the architecture world. 

     Artists James and Joyce Reed had 
a vision for the community legacy 
they wanted to pass on when 
they died. They envisioned their 
brownstone not just as a home, 
but as a small community where 
local artists, people facing hard-
ships, and people with disabilities 
could live affordably, within an 
environmentally friendly setting.
     The Reeds also saw in the reno-
vation process, itself, 
an opportunity to 
provide training 
for people who 
want to develop 
vocational skills and 
gain experience 
to increase their 
employability as skilled laborers.
     Now, through a transforma-
tion of their former home, at 20 
Rutland Square in Boston’s South 
End, YouthBuild Boston (YBB) will 
help realize their vision. The

              renovation design will
              revolve around three
              levels of access for future
              occupants: fi nancial access 
              for people with limited
income, physical access for people 
who use wheelchairs, and social 
access for artists and others 
whose past behaviors limit their 
options for housing. The design 
for the renovated structure was 

developed by architects Joan 
and Josh Wood, from Joan Wood 
Associates. It incorporates the use 
of earth-friendly, energy effi cient 
building technologies, such as 
solar panels and a “green” roof.
     Students from YBB’s Con-
struction Training Program began 
the renovation in early May 2007. 
As part of their training, they will 
participate in all aspects of the 
restoration of the building, includ-
ing carpentry, drywall, plastering, 
plumbing, HVAC systems, and 
more. This hands-on training ex-
perience has a solid track record 
of success, as YBB program gradu-
ates go on to join local unions, 
obtain sustainable employment 
in the building trades, and de-
velop personal and community 
responsibility. 
Project Information: 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR:  YouthBuild Boston
ARCHITECTS:  Joan Wood and Josh Wood 
- Joan Wood Associates
DESIGN RESEARCH:  Simon Hare/Archventures
END USE ADVISORS: Artists for Humanity.
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY CONSULTANT:
Learn 2 Teach, Teach 2 Learn program - 
South End Technology Center @ Tent City

Rutland Sq. project launches
YBB to fulfi ll late artists’ hopes for a legacy
of affordable housing for artists and the disabled

YBB on display
Building projects featured
in architecture festival.

The display at South Station’s main terminal.

UBuild poster at South Station.

     Staff and instructors at YBB strive to treat 
everyone equally. But students like Malachi Clarke 
can make it tough to not play favorites. Clarke is a 
favorite among staff and students alike, and is known 
for his exceptionally positive attitude.  He continues 
to set the standard for hard work and dependability.
In fact, he has brought his good character to YBB 
every single day — Malachi earned the “Rudy Award”
(named for YBB alumnus Rudolph Griffi th), a rare 
honor bestowed upon a student who has perfect 
attendance and shows great leadership qualities.
     Clarke, 24, came to Boston from Jamaica about 
four years ago, and enrolled in YBB’s Construction 
Training Program last December.  While at YBB, he 
has made great contributions to the 131 Zeigler St. 
project.  He graduated from high school in Jamaica, 
but has insisted on pursuing his GED here, as well.
     In addition to YBB’s “Rudy Award”, Clarke’s feat 
will be honored by YouthBuild USA.  This summer, 
he was also among a small group of YBB students 
honored for excellence by Sen. Diane Wilkerson. 
     YBB’s instructors and other program staff can’t 
seem to say enough good things about Clarke. Greg 

Mumford, Deputy Director, commented, “People 
like Malachi make my job easy and rewarding. He’s 
the type of student we love to have.” 
     While Clarke feels he has gained a lot at YBB, he 
indicates that his true passion doesn’t involve a hard 
hat, nor a tool belt.  After leaving YBB, he hopes to 
enter a culinary arts school and become a chef. “I 
love to cook,” he remarks. “Someday, maybe I’ll have
my own restaurant. That would be really cool.” 

Student Profi le

Malachi Clarke: Class Act

Clarke installs sod at a service event to benefi t a day care center.
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design corner
my summer
by Dawn Palmer, Sr. Designer

     Over this summer I have 
learned many new skills in 
design. I learned to use 
SketchUp, a computer pro-
gram designed to make 
models for presentations. I 
also learned to create better 
sketches by hand, by using the 
rulers, t-squares, and other 
tools more often. But over all, 
I learned a lot within not only 
this one cycle, but all of them 
combined. After each one, I had 
doubled the knowledge.
     But this summer was a little 
different. The projects that were 
given to us were meant to better 
not only our neighborhood, but 
also New Orleans.  We started 
by improving YouthBuild.  But 
this summer, we used our skills 
to help others. It was much more 
satisfying knowing that our work 
was going to be appreciated by 
people outside of our offi ce. 
With programs like this becoming 
more and more available to the 
youth, our communities will 

be much better places. I enjoy 
being part of an environment that 
allows me to gain more knowl-
edge, while also helping others.
     One of the things that I 
enjoyed most was working with 
the architects from ICON.  They 
each had their own specialty, 
and were each able to help us 
enhance our abilities. They each 
gave their own ideas for the 
project, and were able to guide 
us along in the designing and 
organizing aspect. It was much 
easier having people who have 
much more experience there to 
help us. They seemed happy to 
be here, as I was to have them. 

Orleans. 
They have 
also worked with ICON Archi-
tecture to improve a neglected 
gateway to Roxbury’s St. Augustine 
Church garden. Soon they will be 
tackling a fence rehabilitation for 
the Cooper Community Center, 
a design installation/exhibition in 
their gallery, and a collaboration 
with Dudley Square Main Streets. 

building support,
maintaining focus
     The fi rst fl oor unit at 1884 
Washington Street, Roxbury, is 
alive with activity.  This is the 
new home of the Designery, 
YouthBuild Boston’s (YBB) 
teen-led architecture work-
shop and gallery.  The program 
recently relocated to this space 
from YBB’s headquarters at 504 
Dudley Street – a move that has 
allowed the Designery to thrive.
     The program, in its second 
year, has recently gained multi-
year fi nancial support from a 
couple of donors, helping solidify 
its role on YBB’s program roster.
     This summer, Simon Hare, 
the Designery’s Manager, 
engaged students in design-
related service projects 
that impact underserved 
communities, far and 
near. Partnering with the
CITYbuild Consortium, 
and receiving help from 
architecture programs at 
the Boston Architectural 
College, and Wentworth 
Institute of Technology, the 
Designery built a shade 
structure prototype for New 

Designery students test the 
shade structure prototype.

     In October the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor announced the 
2007 YouthBuild grant recipients. 
YBB received a $500,000 grant 
for two years ($1 million total).
     While the DOL announcement
brought great news to YBB, many 
other YouthBuild chapters were 
not so lucky. Out of 322 eligible 
applicants nationwide, only 96 
YouthBuild chapters will receive 
grants. Of 11 local chapters in 
Massachusetts, YBB is one of just 
three that will receive funding.  
Additionally, YouthBuild USA, 
based in Somerville, MA, will 

receive DOL funds.
     Altogether, the awards totaled
just under $47 million — less 
than half of the $100 million 
called for by 100 members of 
Congress, the Congressional 
Black Caucus, the Hispanic 
Caucus, and the U.S. Conference
of Mayors. The U.S. Senate had 
recommended $65 million.  
     Local chapters rely heavily
on federal support, and seek 
supplements from other sources.
The impact of DOL’s decision 
could include service cuts or 
even chapter closures.

of 30 Bostonian women to build 
in post-Katrina New Orleans. 
After a life-changing experience, 
the women returned home, 
committed to building under-
served areas in Boston as well.
     John Hancock has funded the 
initiative, which will put volunteers 
on a job site, alongside YBB’s 
construction trainees. Together, 
they will be building affordable 
housing, and partaking in proj-
ects that benefi t local nonprofi ts 
and community agencies.
     The success of YBB’s UBuild 
Service Partners program paved 
the way to this new partnership.  
Two new staff positions have been 
created, and the move stands to 
grow YBB’s capacity to participate 
in the corporate service arena.

     YouthBuild Boston proudly 
announces a new partnership 
with 500 Women Build Boston 
and John Hancock that will 
engage 500 women in volunteer 
opportunities for the next year.
     500 Women Build Boston is 
an outgrowth of Boston Women 
Build in the Bayou, a four-day trip

YBB wins DOL funding
Award news is bittersweet, as many
YouthBuild programs’ requests denied

500 steps forward
New partnership builds 
homes, breaks barriers



BEYOND BUILDING  Fall 2007

Strengthening Youth, Rebuilding Communities

To support YouthBuild Boston, please visit us online at www.youthbuildboston.org/supportus.htm, or call us at 617.455.8887.
YouthBuild Boston, Inc. is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofi t organization.

Volunteers and students bury a play tunnel.

The mud and the sun:  various stages of the playground ‘s development.

YBB students and staff, more than 
45 volunteers braved the soggy 
conditions to create crawl tun-
nels, plant trees and shrubs, build 
fl ower beds, and more.
     The crew even made a valiant 

effort to lay sod across the yard, 
but the saturated ground proved 
to be too much.  Striving for per-
fection, the volunteer crew offered 
to return another day to complete 
a portion of the project. 
     A few weeks later – this time 
on a bright, sunny June day – the 
group came back, with fresh sod

to fi nish the job.  As the last of
the sod was laid, small faces 
peeked out the windows, pressed 
against the glass, eager to play in 
their new playspace. 

For more images from this 
project and others, please visit: 

www.youthbuildboston.org/ubuild     

                         The fenced yard
                     behind CSR’s day 
                     care center was
                     ill fi t to be a play  
                     area. The rocky
lot was overgrown with weeds 
and scattered with debris. But 
UBuild Service Partners have now 
changed that.
     In a true collaborative effort, 
Bank of America, CB Richard 
Ellis, NELSON Strategies, and 
StructureTone joined forces to 
create a new, grassy play area for 
the daycare center at Children’s 
Services of Roxbury (CSR). The 
project day brought torrential 
rain, but it stood no match for 
this dedicated crew.  Along with 

A new place to play!
UBuild Service Partners pitch in to create a safe, grassy 
play area for a nonprofit Roxbury day care center.
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